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officials, always very dependent upon the central Govern-
ment, were at a loss to know what to do, and the people
tended at moments of crisis to take the law into thek
own hands, which added to the confusion. Every
village and every town wanted to know the answers
to such questions as : were they to stop the refugees
or send them on; if the latter, how were they to be
sent ? If they were to stay, how were they to be fed ?
Were the towns-people and villagers to remain where
they were, or were they to be allowed to swell
the migrating mass of human beings, and add to the
difficulties of the authorities in the next stopping-
place farther south or west ? It was clearly a national
problem, to be settled by the central Government or
by the General Staff. Some of the local authorities,
when they found that communications were cut off
with Paris as a result of bombing or sabotage, jumped
into their cars and left for the capital to try to find out
what to do. As a result of the crowded state of the
roads, many of them failed to return and thek own
people were left to fend for themselves. There were
a few who departed without any intention of returning,
because they knew that the Germans were approaching.
It is easy to be wise after the event, but it is the duty
of governments to have foreseen such eventualities as
arose in France. Fksdy, refugees from Holland, Belgium
and Luxemburg should not have been allowed to enter
France. Secondly, after May 10, when Holland, Bel-
gium and Luxemburg were invaded* no French person
should have been allowed to leave his locality without